
April 17, 2019 
 
Administrator Andrew Wheeler 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20004 
 
Comments on National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Coal- and Oil-
Fired Electric Utility Steam Generating Units-Reconsideration of Supplemental Finding 
and Residual Risk and Technology Review, EPA-HQ-OAR-2018-0794 
 
Dear Administrator Wheeler: 

As organizations and individuals across the United States that support public health and 
environmental justice, we strongly oppose EPA’s proposal EPA-HQ-OAR-2018-0794, 
which which would enable weaker coal-and oil-fired power plant regulation, thereby 
increasing mercury’s devastating developmental impacts and disproportionately harming 
communities of color, tribal and subsistence fishers and others. We oppose EPA’s reversal 
of an essential finding that it is “appropriate and necessary” to regulate this pollution. To 
protect the public’s health, the proposed rule must be withdrawn. 

The current mercury and air toxics standard reduced hazardous air pollution by 96%, 
according to EPA.  When originally established, EPA did not fully quantify the value of 
preventing mercury’s neurologic and cardiovascular damage or the cancers and other health 
damage from power plant emissions of air toxics.  Now, rather than consider these, EPA 
argues that the regulation isn’t necessary, based on ignoring these pollutants’ substantial 
damage to the public’s health.  The regulatory rollback enabled by their proposed change 
would disproportionately harm many communities of color, impoverished communities, and 
highly susceptible individuals including children, prenatally and postnatally, and the elderly.  

Lifetime impacts of brain damage, heart disease, and other effects of mercury can be severe.  
Subsistence fishers, many tribal communities, Asian Americans and others are documented 
to have far higher exposures to mercury due to cultural practices and/or poverty. Developing 
fetuses are particularly vulnerable to mercury’s neurotoxic effects.  Those with heart and 
respiratory diseases such as asthma and COPD are particularly susceptible to increases in 
particulate emissions, disproportinately harming communities of color and those in poverty. 
Reduced protections from power plant pollution can cause short and long term health 
damage across socioeconomic spectrum and the span of our country.  
 
Strong EPA regulation based on a full accounting of harm to the public is essential to reduce 
health risks to all and greater burdens on communities already subjected to environmental 
injustices.  EPA’s proposed rule would further increase existing health disparities.  
 
EPA’s failure to sufficiently consider the health benefits of the mercury power plant rule 
violates the Agency’s mandate to protect the public and ignores its ethical obligation to 
protect all people equally, with recognition of, and justice for all.   To accomplish this you 
must withdraw EPA-HQ-OAR-2018-0794.   



Comments Submitted by:  
 
Kathleen Burns, Ph.D.  Director, Sciencecorps, Massachusetts* 
 
Judy Braiman,  President, Empire State Consumer Project, New York 
 
Ted Schettler, MD, MPH, Science Director,  Science and Environmental Health Network, 
Oregon 
 
Robin Schneider, Executive Director, Texas Campaign for the Environment and TCE Fund, 
Austin, Texas 
 
Ronald White, Environmental Health Consulting, Maryland 
 
Jane Caldwell, Ph.D., USEPA, retired,  Durham, North Carolina 
 
Reverend Mitch Hescox,  President/CEO, The Evangelical Environmental Network, New 
Freedom, Pennsylvania 
 
Michael Harbut, MD, MPH, Clinical Professor, Michigan State University, Michigan 
 
Donald B. Clark, Cumberland Countains for Eco Justice and Network for Environmental 
and Economic Responsibility of the United Church of Christ,  Tennessee 
 
Michele Roberts,  Environmental Justice Health Alliance for Chemical Policy, Washington, 
D.C. 
 
Ronald Melnick, Ph.D., National Institute of Environmental Health, National Toxicology 
Program, Former Director of Special Programs, National Institutes of Health, retired, 
Connecticut and Utah.   
 
Pam Nixon, President, People Concerned About Chemical Safety, West Virginia 
 
Yolanda Whyte, MD,  Whyte Pediatrics, Atlanta Georgia. 
 
Jamie McConnell, Director of Programs and Policy, Women’s Voices for the Earth, 
Missoula, Montana 
 
Janet Nudelman, Director of Programs and Policy,  Breast Cancer Prevention Partners, 
California  
 
Steven Taylor, Program Director, Coming Clean, Vermont 
 
Katie Huffling, RN, MS, CNM, Executive Director, Alliance of Nurses for Healthy 
Environments, Maryland 
 
Pamela Miller, Executive Director, Alaska Community Action on Toxics, Alaska 



 
Jaydee Hanson, Policy Director, International Center for Technology Assessment, 
Washington, D.C.  

Jackie Lombardo Sierra Club Virginia Chapter Toxics Chair and Sierra Club National 
Toxics Team, Virginia 

Dona Marie Hippert, Attorney at Law, Portland, Oregon 
 
Cynthia Norian, RN,  Detroit, Michigan 
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Dr. Kathleen Burns 
Director 
Sciencecorps 
508 Summer St. 
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